
An example of using a portrait to develop 
leadership 

 
http://www.fubiz.net/2018/05/30/marvelous-black-white-portrait-photography/p
ortrait-of-young-african-american-woman/ 
 
This is a black and white portrait of an African-American woman. Curls of hair 
dangle from the top of the image, suggesting her hair is long and full. She has 
very full eyebrows, as well, which appear to grow roughly in the same direction. 
Her right eyebrow is raised above her eye but the left brow is normal. Her right 
eye is also open more. There are not many discernable lines across her forehead 
and around her eyes, suggesting that she is probably in her late twenties or 
thirties. Glossy lipstick appears to be the only makeup she is wearing. She has 
small hoop earrings and an uncollared cotton shirt with the seams visible below 
the shoulder line. Her modest style and composed, dignified gaze suggests that 
she is a representative of the people. Her face looks fearlessly inquisitive as if she 
would have no problem interrogating a person in power about their corruption, or 

http://www.fubiz.net/2018/05/30/marvelous-black-white-portrait-photography/portrait-of-young-african-american-woman/
http://www.fubiz.net/2018/05/30/marvelous-black-white-portrait-photography/portrait-of-young-african-american-woman/


calling out a friend coworker for being unethical, or engaging in fierce scientific or 
philosophical inquiry that could challenge our deepest values or destabilize our 
beliefs about how the world works. As I look again at her face I detect also a 
tenderness and vulnerability that suggest she can be hopeful and idealistic. This 
person seems motivated by a search for the truth and would be suspicious of 
anyone she questions. She seems unconcerned with status or prestige. I could 
see this person in a leadership role of a journalist, especially an investigative 
journalist, searching out the truth on behalf of a marginalized or disenfranchised 
group. I could also see this person as an advocate for a community or as a 
university professor conducting research and challenging her students. What 
continues to draw me in is her raised eyebrow and the calm, skeptical gaze. 
 

When I first saw this image I 
was reminded of a portrait 
series of Jimi Hendrix by 
Gered Mankowitz, so much 
so that I wondered if there 
was a conscious imitation of 
it. But one key difference for 
me is the angle at which the 
image is shot. Hendrix is 
above the viewer, with head 
cocked insouciantly to the 
side exhaling a cigarette, as 
he gazes down like a rock 
god, whereas the woman in 
this portrait under 
discussion looks on the 
viewer as an equal, even if 
the viewer might be a 

person in a position of power. 
 

https://www.snapgalleries.com/product/gered-mankowitz-jimi-hendrix-smoking/


In terms of my own leadership I strive to treat everyone as an equal, insofar as I 
would like to elevate those I can and humble, wherever necessary, those who 
have become too proud. I don’t want to style my leadership like Hendrix as a god 
or icon. 
Leadership Caption: “Tell Me More” 
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